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PROTOCOL GUIDELINES
The K-6 lesson handbooks were originally produced for the Lake 
Washington School District with grants from 4culture and ArtsWA. 

The following protocols were developed to protect the information 
developed for this publication and share it with others at no cost. 

ARTS EDUCATION FOR ALL

ArtsEdWashington.org 
programs@artsedwashington.org

COPY

FREE

COPYRIGHT

SHARE

CREDIT

Letters to families are intented for distribution and may be copied as needed. 
Lesson assessments are also intended for reproduction. 

No part of the handbook may be reproduced and sold for profit.

All lessons and supporting materials are protected by copyright. You are 
required by law to respect this and we ask you honor the time, talent, and 
expense invested. 

Encourage your collegues, other schools, and organizations to use these 
materials by downloading their own copy at:
www.artsedwashington.org/curriculum 

When printing your ALIC lessons, include the title and credit pages. Our 
creators and funders make this free, give them some credit!

Every child deserves arts education. 

Become a member of ArtsEd Washington so we can continue to provide free 
tools for teachers and fight for equitable access to arts education. 

HELP



KINDERGARTEN ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON SEVEN

Description Of Project: 
Students transfer textures from objects to clay.

Problem To Solve: 
How can textures be transferred to clay? 

Student Understanding: 
Stamping textural objects into clay transfers texture onto a new surface. 

The Student: 

LT:  Creates an oil-based (modeling) clay tile. 
AC:  Makes a ball and flattens it.
 
LT:  Imprints into clay.
AC:  Transfers texture from object to clay surface. 

LT:  Transfers a variety of textures from objects to clay.
AC:  Uses multiple textures (at least 5) to imprint tile.

Art: Oil-based (modeling) clay tile 

Makes a clay tile by flattening ball

Transfers texture from object to clay surface   

Makes multiple textures

 

TEXTURES IN CLAY 

LEARNING TARGETS AND ASSESMENT CRITERIA

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

EXAMPLE

VOCABULARY 

•  Clay
• Imprint
• Texture
• Tile

RESOURCES

David Franklin,
The Upper Willapa Valley, 
ArtsWA;
Gloria Bernstein,
Walk to the Mountain, 
4Culture;
Yoruba peoples, Royal Twin 

ART MATERIALS

• oil-based modeling 
clay (golf-ball sized 
sphere per student)

• textural found object 
such as:

• Shells
• Pinecones
• Sticks
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ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON SEVEN // TEXTURES IN CLAY

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

STUDENTTEACHER

Rolls and flattens clay.

Presses a variety of objects 
with different textural 
qualities into clay.

Identifies a range of 
textures in the artworks and 
makes connections with 
own clay tile textures.
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Demonstrate warming-up clay in hands by rolling into a ball between hands for a few minutes, and 
then flattening the clay between your hands. 

Prompts:
I’m rolling, rolling, rolling my clay until it starts to feel warm. I flatten it into a pancake no thinner 
than my finger.

Demonstrate selecting objects with textures to imprint into the clay. 

Prompts:
When you imprint into your clay tile, press lightly, because your object could push all the way 
through the tile and break it. Turn to a partner and talk about each texture you imprinted.

Introduces The Upper Willapa Valley by David Franklin, Walk to the Mountain by Gloria Bernstein, 
or Royal Twin by the Yoruba of West Africa to students. 

Prompts: 

Show me where you see a rough texture. Show me where you see a smooth texture. Describe a 
texture you see that looks similar to the textures you created.
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W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON SEVEN // TEXTURES IN CLAY

SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES

ART STUDIO TIP 

Select objects from 
nature that are small that 
have distinct surfaces 
(nuts, small shells, small 
leaves, sticks, pieces of 
wood.)

Textures plates can also 
be purchased at art 
supply stores.

LESSON EXPANSION 

Students press human- 
made objects with distinct 
textures (bolts, burlap, 
lace, screen mesh, etc.) 
into premixed low-fire 
or air dry clay to repeat 
lesson and tiles are fired.

EVERYDAY CONNECTIONS

Home/Community 
References: 
building’s surfaces, 
animal tracks

LEARNING STANDARDS

Visual Art 

1.1.a Engage in 
exploration and 
imaginative play with 
materials.

2.1.a Through 
experimentation, build 
skills in various media 
and approaches to art-
making. 

2.3.a Create art that 
represents natural and 
constructed environments.

3.a Explain the process of 
making art while creating.

Common Core ELA

K.SL.1. Participate 
in collaborative 
conversations with 
diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics and 
texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger 
groups. 

K.L.5.c. Identify real-life 
connections between 
words and their use. 
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 Student presses pine needles into clay.

 Student presses a variety of objects with different textural qualities into clay.
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KINDERGARTEN LESSON SEVEN // TEXTURES IN CLAY

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

ASSESSMENT CRITERIALEARNING TARGET

AC 1  The student makes a ball and flattens it.

AC 2  The student transfers texture from object to clay surface.

AC 3  The student uses multiple textures (at least 5) to imprint tiles.
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The student creates an oil-based (modeling) clay tile.

The student imprints into clay.

The student transfers a variety of textures from objects to 
clay.

STUDENT
MAKES A CLAY 

TILE

TRANSFERS 
TEXTURE FROM 

OBJECTS

MAKES AT 
LEAST 5 

TEXTURES
TOTAL


